
Evidence from a Scoping study on 

home-grown school feeding in the Pacific Islands 

Countries and Territories (PICTs)
Ms Jessica Raneri



The vision of the Pacific School Food Network (PSFN) is to
 improve the health of Pacific Island children, their families, and 
their communities through healthier school food environments.

PSFN facilitates knowledge sharing and capacity building 
opportunities

www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org



• Global recognition of multiple benefits of SMPs 

(nutrition, health, educational, social, economic)

• $9USD return on every $1USD invested

• Evidence doesn’t fully capture the wider benefits 

and impacts of home-grown approaches to 

SMPs, which are a platform for wider food system 

transformation.

• including climate resilience

• Pacific not visible in global best practice 

guidance materials

Benefits of school meals programs 



1. To understand the current state of local agriculture into school food 

provision in the Pacific Islands region.

2. To understand the current policy landscape and enabling environment 

for integration of local agriculture into school food provision.

3. To identify the best-bet sustainable options for integrating local 

agriculture in school food provision and recommendations for future 

action.

4. To build awareness and consensus around the multiple benefits of 

integrating local agriculture in school food provision and identify 

partnerships for collective action on key next steps.

Objectives of scoping study
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Key findings



 

In the literature…

• 12 referenced a school food 

provision activity or program. 

• 7 specified details of activities on 

school feeding programs

• 4 school gardens

• 4 school canteens 

• 3 school curricula related to 

school food provision 



• 43 Participants provided 
information on school food 
activities in 15 PICTs

• Main typologies of school food 
activities

1. School feeding programs

2. School garden activities

3. ‘Other’ e.g. Nutrition education

Key Informants + Survey













Available on www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org

Pacific School Food Activity Database

http://www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org/




Policy deep-dive
• School feeding policies were identified for 8 school feeding 

programs 

• (FSM, Fiji, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, RMI, Timor-Leste) 

• Other countries mainly addressed nutrition in school-aged children, 

but

•  did not explicitly provide strategies, goals, or 

recommendations to implement school food provision.

• The need for school food-related policy was a focus of discussion in 

many key informant interviews

• Some respondents indicated a lack of supporting policy as a 

problem/inhibitor. 



Regional Co-creation Best Fit Models

• Predominately, or local foods was seen as ideal, 

• but not realistic now, or for new programs. 

• A hybrid model (Imported + local)

•  more realistic & likely to be successful

• aim of moving towards integration of more 

local food over time. 

• Multisector engagement

• Contextualised models that are community led 

• A systems focus



• Complexity in school food activities exceeded our 

expectations → required more time and more triangulation 

• Virtual interactions

• Unable to engage with some stakeholders (especially 

farmers), even when aware of activities.  

• Challenging to ensure complete information for each 

school feeding activity has been documented (people tend 

to know about their work, but not that of others). 

• Narrowing to sub-set of countries for the ‘deep-dive’. 

Stakeholders indicated there was a lot of interest in this 

project, and were interested in being involved, even if there 

were not a lot of activities underway in their country. 

Learnings and limitations



www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org

Ms Jessica Raneri,  jessicaraneri@gmail.com 

 

Thank you

http://www.pacificschoolfoodnetwork.org/
mailto:jessicaraneri@gmail.com


The Pacific School Food Network is supported by the Australian Government and 
implemented by the University of the Sunshine Coast
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